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The federal government was the first to establish a National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) with
an Administrative Committee to interpret it and monitor implementation. The Supreme Court stated
that the NHRC was unconstitutional and began a review of the design and functioning of the NHRC.

Advocates of the NHRC also challenged the constitutionality of the NHRC on other grounds. The
government’s attempt to convert the Commission into a full-fledged constitutional institution drew a
strong response from Indian National Congress legislators and some of its constituents in parliament.
The government appointed the NHRC Acting Chief Justice G. Rohini as its first Chairperson. India has
one of the lowest overall crime rates in the world, according to a 2011 United Nations report, but the

report also noted that there was a high rate of crimes against women: one of every three women
said she had been raped, and nine out of 10 rape victims were women. Police-recorded rapes

increased by 81%, as compared to 50% of the recorded thefts, and the number of criminal cases
rose by 92%. The high prevalence of rape could be partly attributed to the widespread problem of
sexually transmitted diseases. These could be blocked by testing all men for syphilis, gonorrhoea,

chlamydia, HIV, and hepatitis-B, and condoms. Also in June, a high court in Bihar suspended a probe
into the custodial death of a rape victim. The court order stemmed from a complaint that the

Khimanna police station had violated her rights under the Constitution and the NHRC guidelines.
Following the order, police filed an appeal to a higher court seeking the suspension of the

investigation and the chargesheet in the case.
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