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Sri Lanka's official Air force. The SriLanka ArmyAir Force was founded in 1941, but its first military
use did not occur until the Pacific War. Despite a slow start of equipment, the air force was able to
use only a small airstrip near Jaffna for training. In July 1942, the Japanese began striking British
bases. That same year, the United States Army's 509th Composite Group arrived in the area and
began to equip and train the air force. In the beginning of 1943, a few American B-24 Liberator
heavy bombers began to fly air supply missions to Ceylon. By March, the U.S. had given up all efforts
of supporting the air force as it lost interest in the military campaign. At the end of 1943, the British
arrived with ground forces in Jaffna and began the Siege of Jaffna. The air force was critical to the
British' s success, especially since transport links with the United Kingdom were cut by the Japanese.
In March 1944, the Americans began to assist the SriLanka Army Air Force again in the War. On 27th
May, Allied planes dropped supplies on Ceylon's capital Colombo. Continued support of the SriLanka
Army Air Force was the least the Allies could do after all the services the air force had given them. In
1945, the year of the Japanese surrender, the SriLanka Army Air Force 6d1f23a050
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