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Ever wonder what the future of ultra-high-
resolution audio might look like? No,
seriously. Imagine the day when you
could set out your preferred listening
position and the system intelligently

adjusts itself to maximize the frequency
range of the track, and does it in real-
time. Now imagine you could choose the
approach on a track-by-track basis,
perhaps choosing the ambient rock track
In the background but zeroing in on the
lead vocals of your favorite artist’s in an
up-close and intimate listen. Ever wonder
what the future of ultra-high-resolution
audio might look like? No, seriously.
Imagine the day when you could set out
your preferred listening position and the
system intelligently adjusts itself to
maximize the frequency range of the
track, and does it in real-time. Now
Imagine you could choose the approach
on a track-by-track basis, perhaps
choosing the ambient rock track in the
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background but zeroing in on the lead
vocals of your favorite artist’s in an up-
close and intimate listen. It is that
audacious goal for the team of engineers
at Spotify—a sound engineering team of
ten, headed by Director of Acoustics
BjAYrn Gustavsson. Together, these
listeners and engineers have been testing
and refining this new technology for the
last year, the result of which is the
StereoVox. Gustavsson says that audio
playback technology and human hearing
are not as far along in their evolution as
we would like to believe. We have been
searching for the ideal level of resolution
In audio that we will never reach. He says
that they are extremely close to the
commercialization of their first product. In
the mean time, they are embracing a
second tier product for experimental
purposes. That would be the JB-175, a
small box with one of Sweden’s most
famous sounding topologies—a 12-inch
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